
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 February 2015 

 
State Government confirms that metropolitan local government reform process is over 
 
After a week of considerable speculation, the State Government has finally confirmed that the metropolitan 
local government reform process will not proceed. 
 

“The State Government has put its local government reform agenda on hold, with Governor’s orders 
for boundary adjustments that are not supported by the councils involved to be revoked. 
 
Premier Colin Barnett said boundary adjustments for 15 metropolitan councils would only proceed if 
affected councils provided a council resolution in support of it.” 

 
In effect, this means that the proposed boundary amendments will not go ahead, with one or more of the 
merging local government partners already articulating their opposition to the proposals and their desire 
to withdraw from the reform process.  
 
To view the full Premier and Minister’s Joint media release, please click on the link below. 
 
http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/pages/StatementDetails.aspx?listName=StatementsBarnett&Sta
tId=9091  
 
The State Government has also confirmed that they will not provide funding to local governments to 
compensate them for expenses incurred in preparing to implement reform changes. 
 
The Premier also intends to push forward with the proposed City of Perth Act, however that will likely no 
longer involve the merger of the City of Vincent.  The Act is expected to be introduced in the coming 
session of State Parliament.  
 
The State Government’s attempt to push the blame onto local governments for this failed process is hardly 
unexpected, but is simply unfair and inaccurate.  
 
The last two years, have seen local governments and local government officers put under extreme 
pressure to deliver and implement a reform program with precious little time and funding, and through an 
extremely flawed process. 
 
Despite this, local government officers have demonstrated incredible professionalism in the manner in 
which they have approached this task. 
 
While some members will be relieved to see an end to this process and for certainty around their 
employment and their role to be provided, this process has been incredibly damaging to our sector. 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
For further information contact:  
Warren Pearce, LGMA Chief Executive Officer on 9271 1136 or by email at warren@lgmawa.org.au 
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