
 
 

 

7 August 2015 
 
Premier’s attacks on local government unfair and unjustified 
 
This week’s announcement of a Ministerial Inquiry into annual rate increases and potential rate capping 
for local governments is an unwelcome but not an unexpected development.  
 
“Since the State Government’s failed metropolitan reform process the local government sector has been 
expecting retribution, and once again local governments are being used as a convenient scapegoat to 
divert attention away from the State’s serious financial problems,” said LGMA Chief Executive Officer, 
Warren Pearce. 
 
“The State Government’s relationship with the local government sector is at an all-time low and the 
Premier’s comments this week demonstrate that he has little if any regard for local government and the 
people who work in local government, said Mr Pearce. 
 
Worse still, is the State’s Government’s continuing hypocrisy around increases in local government rates, 
when considered against the 2015 State Government’s own increases across a wide range of fees and 
charges including to the emergency services levy (10.6% increase), street lighting (7.5% increase) and 
water charges (6% increase).  
 
This is on top of the 600% increase to local government borrowing charges announced in the State Budget 
this year, costing an additional $4 million across the local government sector. 
 
Mr Pearce said “The Premier might also remember that he required metropolitan local governments to 
undertake a major reform process, which the State Government later chose to abandon, costing millions 
of dollars for each metropolitan local government, said Mr Pearce. 
 
The continuing attacks on local government staffing and CEO salaries have nothing to do with the issues 
of rate capping, or accountability and transparency in local government.   
 
“CEO salaries are tied to salary bands, independently assessed and determined by the Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal (SAT), just like the salaries for State politicians. Any member of the public can look 
at these independent determinations on the SAT website.”  
 
“If ratepayer are concerned about their rates bill, then they are perfectly entitled to get in touch with their 
local council and ask how their rates are being spent.  And if they are not satisfied with the response they 
receive, they have the opportunity to hold their local council accountable at the upcoming local government 
elections in October 2015,” said Mr Pearce. 
 
“Just as voters will have the opportunity to hold Premier Barnett accountable for the increases in State 
fees and charges,” said Mr Pearce. 
 
 
ENDS -  
 
For further comment or enquiries please contact, Warren Pearce, Chief Executive Officer at LGMA WA 
on 0477 399 130 or by email at warren@lgmawa.org.au 
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